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Dominion to wait for or to accept such, advice, and the Chapter
only conclusion possible is that normally assent would    __1
be necessary, it being made clear that the Bang had
finally acted merely on the advice of the Dominion. In
the highest issues of war or neutrality it has already
been said that the time has not yet come when the
right of a Dominion to insist on having its own way
in either issue has been conceded. To declare war or
make peace or assert neutrality separately from the
rest of the Empire would virtually be an act of seces-
sion, and the preamble to the Statute of Westminster .
is a definite assertion by all the Dominions as well as
by the United Kingdom that that issue is not one to be
dealt with by isolated action.
The issue, of course, might arise in a -minor form. A
Dominion might desire diplomatic representation in
some country where for special reasons division of
British representation was undesirable. In such a case
the British Government might use its influence with
the foreign power to make it difficult for the project
to be carried into effect, but it is clear from the resolu-
tions of the Conference of 1930 that the British Govern-
ment is prepared to further Dominion desires for
distinct representation when that is desired.
Certain other prerogatives of the Crown have never
been delegated, but are now obsolete, such as the
coinage prerogative, having regard to Dominion legis-
lation covering the field.1 The prerogative to annex
territory at one time reserved to the Crown, which
refused to exercise it in 1883 in respect of New Guinea
1 Until 1931, under imperial legislation, the Coinage Act, 1870, an
Ottawa branch, of the Royal Mint was retained in Canada, but then was
discontinued, Dominion legislation superseding it. The Australian and
Union branches still exist.